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1. The attached note^wre turned over to CLIVE by Jeae. BELL, Middle 
East correspondent for TIME Magaaine, on an oral interview conducted 
with the ex-Mufti Hajj Amin al-B03AttI on 8 October 1952. 
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Vnulftl/feamr/dowp 'jthla ireeH frcs* derle retreat high In 

wwrna«rt*..#dlrt» 'ex'le* 

•tone house* cold, fog, adrknaas . gu a rd te nt>. inpaasiable road. 

Here reception room. ^masons chalri^'. eye slwijs sit In this ons«>,.*‘** T **^'*’ ■ 
Haider el huaselnl Hi* narhew wd son In’ 1 ^w, . ( 

f • • r * » •. 

• nuftl enters, v 4o«sat loo'*' like killer* pink ftoe. blond hair and 
/ Heard turning gray, sharp nose, fixed anile, he — s i s al ra i se. 

( patent leather shoes wttn patent leather strings, gold tr iage d abaya. 
snU tsMt In angllah, Hut uses arable when get down -to HrtBW* 4c— 

% df Is he. background, f hu ' 

J Syr '••••• • .•/•«*•/'« «/*•</ U'-< • 

talked of Jerusalem. /fpblleva I will return one day. Injustlee newer ^ 

'pre vails . Justice will soon get the upper' Iff jEt^£*ren?ftl c«i»t say. ^ r *' t * 

Qto got to Jersualem arabs need unity, how they ewer achlewe It? /.’V***' 

£4 '.Unity for the arabs Is a gnat neoesslty and a great one. the arab 

F **> f people feel the need and hanoe they will continually try to aehlewe 
A/ It. we know that snail nations no longer hawe a ohanoe of survival. 

\ that le another reason why arabs must units. There are certain hlnderensee. 

J gut they re artificial ones, the work of Imperiallmx and the 
\l* Influence of the Imperialist powers. Hut T am confident of the need , 

1 and the demand by the people will overcome minor difficulties. | 

nagulb lead to unityTflfyes 1 do." _____ ^ 

**do you have a Hat of -u**stlons/ he said unoomfortabley. left to say 
prayers. ^ 47 «*.•»'. k ,»r v w ,/*»<*»»** ^ 

IQ^htt steps necessary to lead to arab unity? A 1 * the arab league should take 
\ steps to bring about worktng relations between arab countries. These i 

V relations should be In accord with the clrcums tanoes of the middle east. 

\ we should try to reach a unity similar to that of the TJ. . from social 
\ eoonomlo and every point of view. This unity must be achieved by the 
Ngrab people as well as the«r governments. 

) Q\ refugees tm.zt.lt * face fifth winter, must there be 6 th and 7 th and 10 th? 
r la there no compromise, no solution other than return to Palestine? 

A'. *a good iuostlon, n he said smiling, and leaning forward, thiek wrists, 
strong hands. "I would live to reverse It. I would like to ask brltaln 
<nd smerlea that yiestlon. because I and every petostftatas arab wants 
the refugees to go back to their, homeaj It Is the Jews with the help 
In brltaln and vnerlea who stand In the way of their rjjfcurn. • There Is 
the tJH resolution calling for their return of refuge e's 8*1 The right o f 
man to his nropertw Is sacred, it has hean confirmed by all codes md 
by' the UP. It is a right which has been respected ever ywhere . \ when tbs 
germane occupied francs they didn’t Infringe on parse nil ^hopertv rl ghta. 
now when allies occupy gsmany they also respect that r lyhti traditionally 
powers don't usurp private nroperty rl "Tits* Vet “Today InPaleetlns this 
is being done, let' us reverse the situation, nay some av>b state tfcmmm 
drove the Jews from their country and then laid their hand on Jewish 
property, what would be the attitude of t »?jw, prltaln and America? 
yet why* I a this the case in Israel today? tefugeea are or the border 
Where the* oan see their lar-< being tilled and theur houses being used 
Hw foreigners, they face the fifth winter In tenta. how long is amerloa 
and brltaln going to be silent on th»s ^cation?" "* 
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Ct\ is there uny compromise? 

A* "no solution which is unjust or unfair can be aoeepted# no person 

would accept anything In exchange f.v* v»ts country* that's eh y I believe 
there Is no solution except for the return of ralestlnlans to their lend 
and house* that Is the only Just m d fair solution* 

j ** • ** •' 

"apparently the Palestine pro>len (n -mite simple* you say It concerns 
only a million or 1*< million people* but actually It Is much deeper 
and much more tnport&&£*Jpalestlne is a sacred place to many people* 

It conce rns 100 of juilllons of people i*‘ Vtrioua >\rt s o** the world# 
paXcstTne ?a also the concern of all arabs and all mosl*ms# anyone 
who goes to pakestan* af wh^niatan* Iran can see how deeply they are 
conoerned and how deeply they feel* 

II "upon the solution depends the whole future relationship between the 
((aoelcet world on the one side and brltain and aner'oa on the other*" 

- „ / '•** ;• n#c ) — _ 

"!fow it is dear to all moslems and all arabs that the authorities 
Sim siTstii responsible for inserting the dagger of Israel in the 
body of the srab world are not the jews alone* but also *■**•*»—* 

Suit the brltlsh who worked for many years to establish Israel* and 
in later years* unfortunately the Americans who shared the *e*ponslbllitr 
for this very serious step* 

jTor what is Israel? what oould the jews do without britaln and amerioa? 

you mustn't believe in any possibility of a real sineere and hearty 
cooperation between t e people of e moslem countries on the one 
hand and tart lain and America on the othef before there is a Just 
solution in palft*tlD*#»J Thdre might be sons governments and some 
officials who outof courtesy or private reasons say ws X want to 
cooperate and we'd like to cooperate* But the people themselves will 
never be slncer in coops atlon so Ion": Ss the brltlsh and aaerlcsn 
governments stick to their present polity toward igpe Israel#" 


jgs was getting X warmed up* he took off his turban* flatThea^ much »catfmr| > 


It might oooure to you to ask what change I believe is neeesjary in .*■ 

britiwi md waerlccn poli cy# (pause^ Ha s it occured to you? /Oh yes# ( smile U 

"One who knows history knows that if It werent for brltain the Jews could 
have never made a state* brltain opened the gates and made it all 
possible* Than after the war America supported the jews financially 
politically and otherwise* 

"How we don't ask amuiaax brltlan and amerioa to undo what they have 1 

done or repair shat they have spoiled* we ask orly a simple and just thing# 
Britain and Ame rica (i prefer to mention britaln first always) should 
am ISaks stswix from now on an absolutely neutral attitude in the 
conflict between the arabs -and the oral sms on the one hmr!X and the 
Jewish world on the other* (This should be a neutrality in military 
, economic and political points of view* By neutrality I mean brltain and 
I wierloa should not help us and should not help the Jews* 
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"If brl tain and the U, will Adopt this attitude of 
BNtnlltTf tho arabs md the ms1«i will bo tholr friends* Wo 
are road? to forgot what both hw* (to no nnd will begin to cooperato 
wholo heArtedly with tho british and tho >imorloans* 

•*/ * * • ** * *f 

can you sea any more simple and just d«nand for friendship and real # 
^sinoer cooperation? ; 

If the anon ex aglo-anerleans at least do not take a neutral 
attitude we Arabs and nos lone -foal) take a neutral attitude In the 


oonfllet between the oast and tho waat* 


* f 


mtdn gave a promise to tho Jews* she has long Ago fullfllled It* 
why doesnt she now adopt this neutral tty after she has realised for 
the jews an old hope! 

similarly* amerioa has given Israel ang important hand* why can aha 
net new be satisfied with th.. t much and adopt neutrality? 

if the angl’o-amer leans will not adopt tills single demand for neutrality 
the arab people will bo justified tastha apd hare every reason to 
believe that they support the Jewish ambition of uprooting arabs 
and moeleas from tho Kiddle east— that inoludee lebanon arris Jordan* 
irag and parts of ogypt and south aperies— as they hare already stated* 
(he said over the Knesset - It says Jews will build entire from nils to 
tlgrie). 

In order to understand another* point of view you oust put yourself In 
his place* if you were An arab what would your feeling be toward 
paople who are supporting TWJ 1 * o^ej>yf would you request anything »^ ert 
of neutrality? ^ «v »’ ? .•/*- 1 

Americans look on me as Hitler beoause I was in Oemany during 
the war* I believe the reasons for which I went to oemany were 
Justified* In Palestine the ffiigllsh tr’ed to capture me and take me 
to eeyohel island* I ran away to eyrie* The french tried to capture me 
end I had to go to Iraq* and later X had to go to Iran* Marshal 7 arell 
put a price or 25, 000 pounds on my head* I finally had to leave the 
Middle 9aet* I asked to stay in Turkey but the Turks* tutor pressure 
from the British, would not let me star* I had to go to Europe* in 
eurcpe where could I go? England? prance? the only possible plaoe was 

«■ ■ JZ‘ i ’" ’lr '> 

m ray radio talks I newer spoke against amerioa (hews new 
mit I t <) it is not our col icy to take a hostile attitude toward amerlom 
I used t-> mention brltaln, I limited myself to the injustices brltaln 
had done to the crabs In ganeral and Palestinians in particular* 

because I did this* oner loans look upon me as the ensmy* how it 
should an arab look on amerioa which haax supports siarestotswm Israel 
our enmny with millions of dollars (not every day) on every oooasslon? 
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Mtt britin and smarten help i-he jiws net only with financial 
aid tot b r prMaun upon >irab nates to'mke pesos with lsarel* why 
Amid emeries do that? p.nparently amedica is gaining the hostility 
of 500 million moselms for the sake of the jews and brltain# it is 
not la their interest to do th-t# 

I dont say amsrloa should sacrifice the Interests ads for brltain 
and jews* isn't it better that she be friends with both sides by 
adopting neutrality* then she ean help mdt e pesos between them* but 
if she supports one wilnsfc the other how can she help make peaoef 


wo mre not a small nation* arab and mosleas number $00 million* shoh 
a bis group can not bo wiped out and neither cui its Interests be 
overlooked • isn't it in the Interest of /»m*rica to be friendly elth 

« group? I regardlesv of htraanl tariff hsw .<*nd justice you'll wwc’tta 
An m ericas interest to be friendly with these people* this friendship 
will sane in return for neutrality* The problem of Palestine is not only 
the concern of 1*5 million grabs* last year and the year before I 
took trips to pokestan and afghanistan 'aid I'd like to assuns yen 
these people ore just as Interested in Palestine as the Palestinians 
we? 
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(questions and answers about commonwealth* 


crown* monarchist eto*) 


G>\ It has bson said th»t «h* onlr solution to ralestine Is to el Inina to 

jewsXf 


the 


4* *wa don't moan at al l to eliminate thg. not at all* if ■ 

brltain mid onerTcif' would* Ttojfsupport ing Israel now jews will 
lamsdiately loose flC# of thalr pride and fanaotleism* then and 
than will we be able to come to an understanding with that* 

amtremaoaaa io gone* then we can bring about a rigfit and 

VTlnination of the Jews is not In our program* we hare no' idea 

out the jews* jaws 11 red amongst us for 1 3 oenturies* we protested 
aa a minority at time when there was no anerlea and brltain and europa 
rare f«* away and we were more powerful*, this idea is not in our thoughts 
its 



it s newe r been in our bjlstpry* we were known in history fop pur tolerar 
oavf /leSxi .• t Ci-+*<4 S 
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